ARCTIC    VESTIBULE
and roughly a thousand ocean sailors and up to 1500
scientific and manual workers engaged on Polar stations
and radio outposts.
It has seen a good many changes, this Krasnoyarsk.
At the end of the sixteenth century a Cossack leader,
who had good reason to put some miles between himself
and the capital, set out with a small band of men eastwards
from the Urals. Not more than 2000 started with him,
Yermak Timofeyevitch himself was drowned on the way in
the river Obi, and later, when his history was written, his
figure presented a difficult problem to Russia's scholars.
They ought to have condemned him because he lifted the
sword against the will of the ruler. But he was in fact the
first conqueror of Russia's vast colonial Empire, the first
to dare out into the fairy wilderness behind the Urals.
By 1626 the Cossacks had reached the Yenisei. At the end
of the century they stood at the shores of the Pacific. Where
it was necessary they carried their boats across land from
one river to the other. Krasnoyarsk, 'the red ford', was
founded by them as an outpost on the Yenisei red sand shore.
Their watch tower on the yellow sand hill overlooking the
valley is still there, and nowadays lovers hide in it on hot
summer nights.
About a century after the Cossacks came the traders.
They imposed a fur tribute upon the natives. Ostyak and
Tungus princes were kidnapped by Cossack gangsters and
kept in dungeons. Once a year the fur racketeers allowed
the tribes' elders to come and look at their hostaged elders.
If they paid ransom money in grey squirrels., brown sables
or white ermines, they assured another year's board and
accommodation for their princes. This congenial system
lasted until the eighteenth century drew to its close,
Soon gold was found round about Krasnoyarsk. There
is much fine gold in the rivers and mountains of Siberia,
and, although the Russians have kept secret the figures
for their gold production during the past few years} it is
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